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Origin of “Political Animal”

The term was first used by Aristotle.

Writing in the mid 4th century, BC, the Greek philosopher declared:

It is clear that the city-state is a natural growth, and that man
is by nature a political animal, and a man that is by nature and
not merely by fortune citiless is either low in the scale of
humanity or above it.

For Aristotle, being a “political animal” was roughly the same thing as
being a social animal.
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"No arts; no letters; no society; and which is worst of all, continual fear and danger of violent death; and the life of

man solitary, poor, nasty, brutish, and short." 2

o "Whatsoever therefore is consequent to a time of Warre, where every man is Enemy to every man; the same is
consequent to the time, wherein men live without other security, than what their own strength, and their own

invention shall furnish them withall." 3
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