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COMPLEX NOMINAL COMPOUNDS IN w4, Avq
AVay,
‘M

M. Sreenathan

Abstract

There are a variety of complex compounds in many o the
languages The common and often mentioned among fjlf'm H"‘wﬂ'}
constiuent and three constituent and phrasal compoungg A -Tm?re [
morphological analvsis has not been proposed for these const, : .

their form and nature vary cross-linguistically. The mq in f%fmm a
study is to identifv and analyze complex noming; com o thi,
Malavalam, a language in the Dravidian famify of languq ges. ¢, in
compound category of having three constituents ang above ”’.Pfq
compound found both lexically and structurally diverse is mainly in g
in this study. Technically, more than three constituen; m%n??d
treated in this study as descriptive compounds. The three mmﬁm::e
complex compounds and descriptive compounds detailed |p this ¢ '
clearly suggest that Malayalam follows diverse ways of gé'ner;?
complex compounds. The nominal compound types and theiy -’E’-'man'af
illustrated are clearly an addition to the existing undersrandmg on
complex compounds in Malayalam in order to enrich the COMPoung

morphological studies of Malayalam in general,

L.1. Introduction

Compound morphology of Malayalam (Asher and Kumari
1997) has been well described by traditional grammarians (Gundert
1851, 1868, Sesagiri Prabhu 1904, Rajarajavarma 1895, 1917) ang
modem linguists (Panikkar 1967, Ravindran 1975, Asher and
Kumari 1997). The native tradition in describing compounds is to
divide them according to the Sanskrit model viz, tatpurusa, dvanda,
bahuvrihi etc. Mostly traditional studies addressed two constituent
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Tapery 1n Linguusgiey

nds. One of the exceptions 1 hote iy

o ~.u'i" sutra 187 describes thy If the

tﬂﬂ is served by constructions wit

1 m""“_n.tq‘[hu" that 1oo can be consid

c._msi:'“::'n"'] ed as vivahitasamasqm
¢

focused study made op
any

that Rajamju Varma
purpose of single
linuous immediate
kind of compound

altempt 1 note as
‘.f'."ﬂuhfm.mmdsnm

" giavarma or by any modem scholars. By ag ap e
ard)

Xception to
is that of an innovatjve addition made in the discussion
e heffmn d morphology of Malayalam by Panikkar
o Cfﬂ'mpl'[:u1»:»:-:-n.rati«'.~11 on phrase word i Ernad dialect of
dcm‘]:iziden attempt to describe the phrase word mo
wis

am. A unit of utterance is referred to as a Phrase word !?:.r
s two or more word units fuse together 1o form one unit-
h| immlw‘ahaﬂ:l = about to come Vn (hﬂl’} + Vb stem {uka} +Vaux past

4 ), baraiial — if (he etc) does not come-) where placement
ol m?lu;cmrc 18 not possible or when the meaning is different
of word) ord units can be separated by junctures, Of the fused,
m 2y . unit called the nuclear, the other s auxiliary or non
g “;Tannikkar 1967). He had displayed many auxiliary words
A, h{ adding various inflectional and derivational suffixes to
e : nouns stem. It 1s to be noted that such' an amount of
Wb?s 1 ercise was not given due recognition in the morpho
meﬂ E;j ourse in general and particularly in Ma!ayalapl No
e | ?Ifkar's study was a revelation to the djsc_-ussmn of
paliry hology of Malayalam. However, the subject matter
vy I::‘P study is to be accounted as yet another strand
. wthnde rapmsn’ detailed study (1975) on nominal cumpounfis in
" S also has not surveyed beyond two - constituent
e Krishnamurti (2003) displayed four kinds of two
Cﬂmppunds- mpounds of Dravidian and included Malayalam
ey mhcf and Kumari (1997) have moved from two
Emnplﬂﬁ- plh: ding in compound morphology by f:'xpospﬁ
mnmlt::nc‘umslnundgs of three constituent and four constituent i
comp

h discon
cred ay a
. There ig no

Malayalam
rphology of
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ir study the exam,
1_2.2.1‘1.3-1-' ic. mljuulwnl Noun + Noun ' ,'*’Ert

pature t_p" .u““willg t}.’l"lu',\, d |‘I.-M:I' N+N +N II]ﬂlakka . mIIL

| frien e Mg
“““;“ul NINtN+N kdl}rt.l,uuugr_dm Wan,

| to this observation, thig g “ﬁla
Jiverse  LyPes of cfnr.-.pl.‘;,? L:“mmundﬁwm
'I'm'hmcull!ri more ”Tm lhrt“-'- Lunhui]uanl Compg, n:[n
Malayalam- . gudy as descriptive compounds,  Thg kind X
arc treated 10 thisl‘pnujucth’ﬂ to the extent of three coneg. of
; I::: reported that des_cnptwe compounds are ¢, i
ture and nlhenv;se (r]u;‘;:;t{;l 2;:;;;;-:1”:?1?:},“%5&%;1
t‘hmnnlagicall}- speaking, Sreenathan ally rep,

this kind of compounds elaborately but has remained UNDUbligheq
15 Kl -

s taken from the tthnlcal terminology
Kathaﬂl:;]ic:i;tfcenaman 1992), a clgs!cal dance f_lfﬂmﬂ Of Kerg)y
Terms are collected and they are divided according to the |y diag
dramaturgy and the cultural background of Kathakaji 4 X
performing art. Most of these terms come under the foyr Major

heads of:

i General (General terms contains terms rﬂ:lated to Kathakaj; and
Indian dramaturgy in general. Eg abhm_ayar.n. natyam  etg)
ii.Abhinayam (acting) - Terms related to acting is further divideg
into: ii. A. Angikam (physical acting), ii.B. Ahdryam (costume
and makeup), ii.C. Vachikam (verbal), 1. D. Satvikam (spiritual)
iii. Avataranam (performance and presentation - This category
contains terms generally related to performance, acting based
performance, music in performance and ritualistic elements i
performance) and iv. Abhyasam( Training- terms related physical
fitness used only in training).

h-cgﬂahh‘
unnnur»u:ﬂl“
attempt 1©°

Library). I seque

There are four kinds of terms identified and they are simple terms
(37.63% of the total 954 terms), two constituent compounds
(50.63%), three constituent compounds (5.24%) and descriptive
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L3

W
1»,11“

above that
L

l !liwuyur‘

This 18 8 complex  compound ¢

NERory of hayin th
graents in a compound. Both lexicyl) they ar
oons o, Compounding lexical unit of djf
Jivers©

y and Sthucturally they are
: . ) different languages fﬂllu: wyin
frercnt word formation means is their
difte

apparent specialty.
5 1. In this category, major combinations are |isted below.
et

|. Malayalam+Malayalam+Malayalam combinations(MMM)

. kuttu kal muprukkal = a dance movement (sequence occurring in
ti'lc: concluding part of dance using the forepart of the feet).

2. Sankrit+ Sankrit+ Sankrit combinations(SSS)

ani

+vidha +abhinayam = the fourfold acting comprising of
mﬁm aharyam,vacikam and satvikam

3. Malayalam+ Malayalam+ Sankrit combinations(MMS)

la + koral +hdaram = armour like omament worn by women
mu
characters

4. Sanskrit+Malayalam+Sanskrit combinations(SMM)
katha + kali + mélam = orchestration of Kathakali
5. Sankrit+ Sankrit+ Malayalam combinations(SSM)

stri +vésa +pujava = the pleated white cloth worn below the wais!
by female characters o
6. Sankrit+Malayalam+Malayalam cumbmatmns(SMS?
katha + kaji +koppu = costumes and oraments of Kathakali
301
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7. Malayalam +Sanskrit+Mlayalam f-‘ﬂﬂ‘lhiI‘Iﬂliﬂns{MSM
+mufi = cylindrical headgear )

and SSS combinations are equally n

and MMS. Rests (SSM. SMM and g Mﬂmwe
) any

kaputta + Ris!

In this, MMM
Followed by SMS
marginal in existence.

122, Structurally, three €O

following types.

I. N+N+N

eg: parutti kki mani /paruttikkdmani
Cotton plant fruit seed =omament shaped like cotton i

2. N+N+ nominal suffix- kdran

nstituent compounds are
o th
¢

eg ila ttara  kkaran, / ifattarakkaran
Space between type nominal suffix = secondary cah
_ i _ - arecter
| Afd}“ avasana kkaran / Adyavasanakkaran
beginning end nominal suffix = character from beginnjy
end (role of protagonists) .5 8
3. N+tVN+N

egkatha ka)i yogam /kathakaliygam
story  play pgroup= akathakali troupe
4. N+Vp+N
eg v ' as
c ;T 1tfu kalasam / vaftamitukalagam
place dance at the end = circular dan
S o e ce performed at the end

eg: catur vidha abhin Y
ayam / idha am
; . caturvidhabhina
Our manner acting = foyr kinds of acting
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Papers in Linguistics
i pura PPAW, / patipurappatu
L pack appearance = a dance composition
g s stayi  / navarasastayj
J permanent = nine dominant ragas

n:: DIN +N+DeverbalNominal (DVN)*
:'3: otir PATSYA cuLippu, etirparsvacuLippy
ﬂppﬂsiw side flexion NOM = a special dance playing in opposite
manner
PEX + N+N
c‘g! op N2 sadhakam / upanasadhakam
b part routine practice = routine practice of minor body parts
above the neck
g, PFX+ADIN
eg; anu VIIta drsti  / anuvrttadrsti
with circlular eye = looking up and down swiftly
9. Vp+ADV+DVN
cuLiccu pinndkkam catal / cuLiccupinnokkamcatal

curl pp backwards jump NOM = One of the exercise
10. Vp+Rp +DVN

valicc efukkuunna cuLippu / valiccetukkuunnacuLippu

pull pp take Rp.m curl NOM = kind of dance
movement

vecc  Iruttunna cuLippu

place pp sit rp.m flexion = one kind of choreographic motif
involving rotary movements of hands and trunk.
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1.
eg:

12.

13.

14,

15.

16.

17.

N+locative+DVN

niliv il inkkal

moon light LOC sit NOM  =sitting in the Moon[;

eye practice ght. 4
arm |l nikkam / arayilnikkam

hip LOC  move NOM = aphysical raining
ADV+Vp+DVN

pinhokkam  cavifi cafal

backwards  kick pp jump. NOM

Appelative Rp + N+N

pacca cuvappu val paccacuvappuyj]

green (character type) red tail (strip of cloth) =
used by pacca character type -krishna

Vp +N+VN

kuttu kal mupukkal  / kuttukalmurukkal
fix pp leg tie NOM = a dance sequence
Vp+Rp+N

ilaki yatta §lokam

move p.m dance r.p.m hymn = the hymns using from outsi
the performed text : e

Vp +DVN+DVN

red cloty

valicc  efukkal cuLippu  /valiccefukkalcuLippu
pull pp take NOM flexion NOM = kind of dance movement
AdjN+Vp+N
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EtMguisnicy
l alfam ifju kaldgam "r"'““ﬁmmuka[ﬁ,ﬁa
circlular  put pp dance movemen, - "
nmv.-rmcnt performed at the end Circular dance
’ g N* Dat.casct VN
8. .
por o vili / POrinuvi|;
' DAT calling = actory eng
war Ctment of a .
cong) where the words are challengc troa dUE]Pﬂdﬂm e
9 N+Dat.t DVN
= gauﬂl’aﬁ kku kottal Iga:;lapatikkukunal
god ganesa DAT beatNOM - 4 percussion composition
20, N+Loct DVN
egara il nikkam arayilnikkam
hip LOC move NOM = kind of body movement
moving the trunk forward in nivk

an arc while in basjc position.
This part clearly attests the richness of three constituent

compounding in Malayalam. lF Is @ new addition to the observation
made by Asher and Kumari (1997) which otherwise reported

carlier (Sreenathan. 1992). Majority of the three constituent

compounds (44 out of 50) are not represented in any of the
lexicographical works of Malayalam (Sreenathan 1992).

1.3, Descriptive compounds

Terminologies related to physical fitness are terms used only
m training and are peculiar to Kathakali and the martial arts of
Kerala from which most of the systems are adopted into the
raining of Kathakali is taken as the data for this study. They are
descriptive compounds, a kind of complex compound that describe
the process and functioning as names of the exercise. The meaning
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W Vreesal han

d is derived not only from the combineg o

omponents, but also from the meaning Signalog

arrangement of the stems, T, da:.-l:
ting a familiar domain:

of the compoun
meanings of its ¢
the pattem of the order and
used 1n this study is not represeit
necessary (o introduce some of it in the text.

kaivisitinifucdial - An exercise in which the hands 5,
moved in circles and the body swayed onto the lef and 5 ghf
leg altemately. Along with the swaying the trainee shoul
jump towards that side.

Cnee g is

cg.

kanvisittiniiiumapiyal - Sitting on the front leg in an OUlstretcheg
position, the hands are raised over the head and the body s
stretched. Then the hands are moved in a circle downwarg and are
lifted over the other side of the body moving the hip ang

. U['I']_ing
the body simultaneously.

21.  Noun + verbal participle + verbal participle + deverhg]
nominal (N+Vp +Vp +DVN)
eg-kai viSi  tidfiu  cdtal / kaivisitinfiucatal

hand whirl- pp tum pp Jjump NOM = Name o
reverse jump with whirled hands

22.  N+Vp+N+DVN

hip move-pp body bend NOM =
| = Name of an exercise-
is bent backwards by tumning the hip side e

ways
23, VP+N+VPp+ DVN
eg:cavifli kal piticcy kujayal
kickpp  leg hold- pp

f'an €Xercise -

/ aranikkimeyvalakkal

cavimkﬁlpiﬁccukulaya]
shake NOM = Name of an exercise-
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vith both the hands raiscd, lift the right leg with the help

-;nﬂdmg vV alm. hold the big toe of the right foot with the right
. P s leg forward)

ADJ
Mo aakk il nilkkal
ot fold LOC stand NOM = a kind of improvisational
ol acting
al il nilkkal
\fﬁﬂ Jarleg LOC stand NOM = a basic posture in training and
circ performance

g5, AGrNHNN
gvejuasti  VEsa - ppuiava

hite women character type dress = female character’s white
W dress

%, AdiN+VNN
eg: valiya koffaram kali yogam
big palace play club = a kathakali troupe
77, N+Vp +COORD+Vp +DVN+COORD
eg Kl maa vum tiriccu poftikkalum
leg alteration COORD. return-pp crush NOM. COORD =

Name of an exercise -involving intricate movements of legs, hands
and body

28. Vp+Vp+Vp+DVN
egketti ccafi  veccu cavital
tie pp . jump pp. place pp .kick -NOM = Name of an exercise
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from the basic posture the n ght foot 1s raised (o [h,: leve] of
wands so that the sole is partly visible; |, . ce

swung to the mght n an arc and lowered wth i li:ap.ihll“wing lhcin
the left foot 1s moved along the ground, with a slant 1o e i Eh:‘
lastly the nght leg with uptumned foot 18 stampedin front of the Ieﬁ
foot. the mudra is shown during the movemen of the legs,

and tumed up

29. N+Acc+Vp+N
tal ¢& kkeffu vl
head Acc tie.pp  tail ( piece of cloth)

30. N+DVN +COORD+Vp+Vp +Vp +Vp + DVN +COOQRD - a
strip of cloth hanging on the back of the headgear

egarairuttal um cuLiccu kutti ninnu cennu valifify

nivaral um
hip sit -NOM- COORD curl pp stand pp reach pp extend pp
straight NOM-COORD

Name of an exercise - Move the hips from one side 1o the
other with clenched fists near the chest. then rotate the hands frop,

right to left over the head and bring them down on the floor on both,
sides of the outstretched legs and move the body until it comes

honzontally.

The descriptive compounds (sixty reported by Sreenathan,
1992) are not represented in any of the lexicographical works of
Malayalam.

1.4. Discussion

The three constituent complex compounds and descriptive
compounds detailed above clearly suggest that Malayalam follows
diverse ways of generating complex compounds. The types
described above are no doubt an addition to the existing
understanding on complex compounds in Malayalam and
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nd momhology of Malayalam, According to different ways

ol ampounding,  two types of compounds, those formed

0 L.,v.-uly' after a composition pattem and those derivational

_1;-.:Iu-'*1uIl Js formed by a simultaneous operation of two types of

m::i  formation namely composition and denvation,

wi

it is a well known fact !hal discussion of compounds addresses
question of lexical object or syntactic object. The lexicalist
esis (Chomskyl970, Anderson 1988) claims that the
ntactic rules apply tﬁ_wun:_is regardless of their internal structure.
Iiul it is argued (Di fSc_mIIn a|_1d Williams. 1978) that the
unds are charactenistically different not in its syntactic rule
oriented production but the _failure of syntax to see its internal
qructure like in phrases or idioms. Syntactic rules can manipulate
the elements inside phrases but they cannot manipulate the
clements inside words. In this respect, compounds differ from
gioms. Based on such inferences, a significant question to be
addressed is that whether descriptive compounds should be treated
as phrases or compounds. In this compound, formative constituents
in total provide a unique meaning. A mere change in the order of
stems with the same lexical meanings brings about a radical change
i the lexical meaning of the compound word. Nevertheless,
nominalization seen n this study supports the earlier premises. In
the derivation of these compounds, two processes are involved;
composition and derivation. On account of this one can call them
as derivational compounds, These nouns are names of actions. But
their appearance as subjects in a sentence can only be argued but in
practice, such contextualization doesn’t arise. Thus marking for
case in fixing their abstractness or finding transformation from a
verbal unit cannot be found viable. No doubt, it reflects abstract
level of nominalization. This action nouns express more nouniness
than verbiness (Ross 1972). The process of derivation of such
nouns is not found regular too. In this context, treating them as
Separate compounds and placing them in the theoretical discussion
309
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wintld he prshactive than framing them into the CXisting disey,
of oomywwmiding by delmeating s phrase SIUCh "
However, e 27 and 30 are different from e rest i

oownhnated  cometrapcthions with  um uh‘rrlllllﬂhnu 'nml‘n I
tpwe 10 more of a syntachc nature than of lexical "'““F"Hlndq i

these mult compound combinanons oo reflect the nom;
charactenzation of a combined exercise

We cannot define some compounds in which the
deverbal head as verbal compound (Selkirk 1982), 1t i rw ~[h
non verhal head cannot be fixed as an argument of the dﬂnb:;
head in this data These are nominalised endocentric COMpoungs
The compounds Adyavasanakkaran and 1(attarakkiran suggests an
exacentne pattern. Exocentnic construction does not have 5 centre
or head. so that neither of the constituents can be considered a5 the
expansion of others. The construction forms g unity, je
syntactically related to the defining environment as ap undivided
whole  Looking at the position of head noun in Compounds the
general patiern in Malayalam is that the modifiers precede the head
noun (Asher and Kuman 1997). Headness of complex compoungs
prove that except the above two are endocentric- headed-
compounds and head appear in the right side and can be a Noun, or
Deverbal Noun or verbal noun. Adjectival/Adverbial/relative
participle and verbal participle always precede the head -noun or
deverbal noun. Deverbal heads are found frequent, which justify
the action nominalization of these compounds.

1.5. Conclusion

The present study could contribute many additional evidences
for complex compounds in Malayalam. In addition, it could
introduce a new set of derivational compounds - descriptive
compounds. This study exposes the complex compounds from the
functional point of view (Functionally compounds are viewed as
words belonging to grammatical category made the compounds)
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. means by which the components are joined logether which

qanches the compound morphology of Malayalam
|-|'| L _ .
bl nominal compounds in Malayalam are acco

. _ unted as verbal
o X ¢ both traditional and modern scholars (Gundert 18511868

wns '
i

¢ 'pl‘ﬂhh“ 1904, Rarajavarma 1895, 1917 Prabodhachandran
&% 1972), Sreenathan 1992, Asher and Kumari 1997) have
N”ﬂ:mcd in the same manner. This study showed such verbal nouns as
confm | nominals in Malayalam. It is done by accommodating the
wt::?ﬂ nal status from verb roots under the notion of degree of
.,-,Jm\i"““"s‘ and verbiness introduced by Ross (1972). However deverbal

inil derivations of Malayalam needs 10 be separately undertaken.
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