ST S E D O A pe—

CHRISTIAN MISSIONARY
CONTRIBUTION

TO THE UPLIFTMENT OF
KERALA SOCIETY

EDITOR
Dr.Darwin L

G Scanned with OKEN Scanner



CHRISTIAN MISSIONARY
CONTRIBUTION TO THE

UPLIFTMENT Of KERALA SOCIETY

Editor
Dr. Darwin L,

Christian Study Centre for Cultural and Social Change
University of Kerala
2023

Dr. DARWIN L.
Hon. Director
Christian Study_Centre For
Cultural & Social Change
University Of Kerala

Kariavattom- 695 581

(¥ Scanned with OKEN Scanner



ISBN : 978-80-93542-51-5

Language  : English

Title : Christian Missionary Contribution to the
Upliftment of Kerala Society

Editor : Dr. Darwin L

Edition + June, 2023 - 15" Edition

Copyright  : Editor Lok

Font Size 12 !)M

Paper Size : 1x8

Total Page :216
Rs : 250/-

Publisher : Aram Book House,
7A,Veerabhatra 2" Street,
I VWA AcSathy Road, Erode-3

1!‘? t'\H

07 e TT7088-21464, 85084-84583
"!‘“ﬁ Oieing 4 @atampathlppakam@gmml com

f-. .7"" l )
‘3‘3‘\‘( o

¥ 4l i "‘

r—

Dtsclmn}g The publisher cannot be held responsxblc for errors or W)
consequences - arising from the use of information in this Book; the views 0"
}' ns expressed do not necessarily reflect those of the publisher. il
B uthorfpubhsher has attempted to trace and acknowledge the mu:tsi

cecbm this bobk and apologwe if permission and acknowledgem"lcg |
Ji\l sh in t s form hu not been given. If any material has not been ackno¥
-\ Whte and let ug know so that we may rectify it.

I \

\\.t- iy " n
W
W

(% scanned with OKEN Scanner


Highlight


(¥ Scanned with OKEN Scanner



Highlight

Highlight

Highlight

Highlight


CONTRIBUTORS

I. Sreenathan M,
Professor,
Department of Linguistics,

Thunchathezhuthachan Malayalam University, Tirur.

2. Dr. Christabell P J A
Associate Professor,

Department of Economics, University of Kerala.

3. Dr. Vallikkavu Mohandas
Senior Journalist.

4. Babu K. Verghese,

India, babukverghese @ gmail.com,
Phone: 9819037122

5. D. Mano,
Senior Fellow, [.S.D.L
Menamkulam, Trivandrum

6. Prof. Joseph Koyippally,
Dean and Professor
Central University of Kerala,

7. Saranya. S,
PhD Research Scholar,
Department of Linguistics, \
University of Kerala
&
Dr. Darwin L,
Assistant Professor,

(% scanned with OKEN Scanner



HISTORICIZING MISSIONARY CONTRIBUTION TO
THE MAKING OF MODERN KERALA

Sreenathan M,
Professor, Department of Linguistics,
Tlmnchathezhuthachan, Malayalam University, Tirur,
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L am going to talk on the relation between missionary work and
history making of modern Kerala. Kerala’s engagements with the‘
Missionary past have been discoursed more as a civilizing act of charity
and as the vehicle of modernity. Generally speaking the conventional
belief is that the modern Kerala was shaped by the missionary
modernity. In the discussion on the transformation of Kerala society,
Christian Missionary Contribution had been accounted as a primary
source by focussing that it induced Social Reformations, Cultural
Changes, Economic empowerment, Education and Literacy, Healthcare
and Services, Politics and Administration, Language and Literature,
Mass Media and Journalism. Ignoring the traditional manifestations of
knowledge heritage, the constructive systems of knowledge in religion,
science, and technology were endorsed with the Missionary works.
Their contributions have been widely observed in the major domains
such as History/ Ethnology, Theology, Linguistic resources, Folklore
materials, Textbooks, Translations and Prose and in the introduction of
printing technology. This way of narrating the positive dimensions of
missionary contribution is in vogue in Kerala context. It is more
specifically based on the tradition of representing the missionary past
through looking history, Influx of ideas, Image flow, reality and
representations and Public experiences.

As parallel to the above way of looking at the missionary past,
critical look is also developed globally on the missionary past. Such
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Printing technologies engendered an epistemological shift
among the local folk which ended the elite e scribal transmission of
knowledge practice. The scientific authority was attained through the
process of printing books in local script which otherwise baptised locals
into the European traditions of writing by declining the reputation of
palm leaf manuscripts and handwritten documents permanently. It had
created discontinuity in scribal traditions, oral elicitation and text
memorization and ‘reoriented the goals of education toward the
acquisition of grammar, They learned to view their languages from a
foreign perspective as something to be “acquired, manipulated, and
reformed” rather than used practically or venerated. The interaction of
religions with contrasting codes of belief and practice has provided rich
examples of how the construction of identity through difference, or
‘otherness’ has occurred. It was argued that missionaries had disparaged

and undermined indigenous cultures in ways that made them complicit
in colonial domination.

: There is observation on Missionaries as cultural imperialists
who had disparaged and undermined indigenous cultures in favor of
colonial rule. Christian missionaries were not just the bearers of
Christian ideology or merely the media of modernity. They were also
the human vehicles of a hegemonic and sometimes altruistic Victorian-
missionary worldview. The whole missionary enterprise was an attempt
to replace and supplant one type of hegemony with another. The
missionaries were not only the vanguard of the British presence. They
were also the most active cultural agents of the empire. They were
driven by the explicit aim of reconstructing the Kerala in the name of
God and European civilization. The interactions between the
representatives of western values and the Keralites raised a new cultural
dialogue and resistance as well as complicity at the same time. It also
needs to be noticed that the material evidences like experiences of texts

and images remained imprinted in public memory. .

(% scanned with OKEN Scanner



(¥ Scanned with OKEN Scanner




19 .80-93542-51-5

I

(¥ Scanned with OKEN Scanner

ISBN:978
ARAM BOOK HOUSE § W.”W"




