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The writer Alice Walker celebrates the quilts and the gardens made 

by Afro-American women under conditions of extreme racist oppression. 

But Walker's mother's garden is not more authentically female or Black 

than Walker's own essay about it. It would not be right to celebrate 

a society in which Afro-American women could make quilts and 

gardens but not write essays, and indeed Walker condemns that society 
Feminist 

even as she evokes the value of the gardens and the quilts. 

inguistiC researchers must observe the same caveat (Cameron, 1985 

78). 
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