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The stylistic influence of Tamil in
Arabi-Malayalam songs

Dr Aneesha P
Dr. Saidalavi C

Tamil-like linguistic forms and stylistic features are
predominant in the Arabi-Malayalam songs, composed even in 20™
century. This style seems to have influenced the other branches of
Mappilappattu at varying degree. Many authors are still inclined to
the same style, if to a lesser extent, and imbibe it as the manifesting
identity of Mappilappattu. This article investigates why the Arabi-
Malayalam works composed even after the Malayalam language
acquired its own identity, based on the six principles pointed out by
Kerala Panini, moved away from the unique identity of the then
contemporary Malayalam. The study identifies the affinity of Arabi-
Malayalam to the broader tradition of Dravidian songs.
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