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Linguistic perspectives of Saussure and
A R Rajarajavarma

Prof. M Sreenathan

Saussure and A R Rajarajavarma were contemporaries
who studied languages in different countries. So far no one has
attempted to compare Saussure, who is known as the father of
modern linguistics, and AR Rajarajavarma, who was a Malayalam
grammarian. Although they did not know each other during their
lifetime, this is the first study to investigate whether there was
anything similar in their language studies, especially in terms of
linguistic perspective or approaches to linguistic study. Present
study clearly display the prominence of diachronic approach,
taken the examples mixed from speech and scripted texts, favored
by Rajarajavarma is no less than the celebrated synchronic
approach projected by Saussure based on grammaticalisation,
diachronic phonology and diachronic syntax. Considering the
criticism that Saussure received from later scholars, starting with
Roman Jacobsen, one has to admit that AR’s positions are more
scientific in the academic context of that time and especially in
the context of grammar studies. If AR is approached with more
caution and without the prejudgment of Western structural
linguistics, it becomes clear that AR is a linguist worth considering
alongside or even more than Saussure.

Keywords: A R Rajarajavarma, Ferdinad De Saussure, Synchronic,
Diachronic, Grammar, Inducation, Deduction, Malayalam,
Grammaticalization.
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