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Linguistic Classification of Compound Verbs

in Malyalam

Nishidadas V

Dr. Saidalavi Cheerangote

This is a small scale descriptive study that aimed at

analysing and classifying the morphological feature, traditionally

known in Malayalam Grammar as Anuprayogam (Post-Position)

in the light of modern linguistic insights.  The study identifies

that the Anuprayogam is one of the member of a larger set of

grammatical category namely Compound Verbs. Serial Verbs and

Complex Predicates are the other members in this group. The series

of verbs in the same tense form that are bound with a particular

subject, but not separated with coordination – subordination

markers can be termed as serial verbs. When a secondary verb

(V2) semantically modifies the main verb (V1) and adds the flavour

of subtle meanings, such compounds can be termed as complex

predicates. The compounding process in the serial verbs is

syn tactically compositional construct where as in complex

predicate it is lexicalized. Considering the function of the

secondary verbs in the complex predicates that generally makes

its lexical meaning irrelevant and add a new semantic subtlety,

the present study assigns it a separate lexical status.

Key Words: Post-positions, Anuprayogam, Compound Verbs, Serial

Verbs, Complex Predicates, Syntactically Composition, Lexicalized,

Semantic analysis.
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(serial verb), (complex predi-

cate), (compound verb) 
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 (Tense) 

(coordination subordination) 

(serial verb)

collins (1997) Nishyama (1998) 

(Frozen verb) 
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4. Kaloo-ne seb chilli kutarii khaya

Kaloo-ERG apple-Nam Peel-svl cut-svl eat PFy

Kaloo peeled cut and ate the apple

(complex predicate)
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(Lexical variant)

(complex predicate)

(syntactically compositional construct).
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(Lexicalized compound)



2022 September 165

Ishal Paithrkam, Peer-Reviewed, Issue- 30

re
ad

er
's

 c
op

y
re

ad
er

's
 c

op
y

re
ad

er
's

 c
op

y

re
ad

er
's

 c
op

y

re
ad

er
's

 c
op

y

Collins, C. (1997). Argument Sharing in Serial Verb Constructions. Linguistic In-
quiry, 28(3), 461- 497. Retrieved from http://www.jstor.org/stable/
4178987.

Nishiyama, K. (1998). Serial verbs and VV compounds. Language History and

Linguistic Description in Africa, 2, 259.

email: nishidadasv@gmail.com

ORCID:  0000-0002-6487-8766

email: saidmuty@gmail.com

ORCID:  0000-0002-8011-4803


