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Indigenous traditions have received academic attention

since linguistics, history and cultural studies started deviating from

the classic ways of enquiry and exploring new fields of mass cul-

ture.  Scholars like Robert Redfield tried to explain traditions in

terms of the little and great dichotomy.  Even before nineteenth

century, several studies attested that the oral tradition is not far

behind the written tradition in terms of intellectual richness, and

the ability to preserve and conserve knowledge. The folklore, as

a field of enquiry, was born as a result of research in this direc-

tion. Folk traditions, especially folk songs, can serve as a source

of information that expands into many fields such as Linguistic,

History, Cultural Studies, Sociology, Anthropology and even

semiotics. There have been many areas where linguistics has gone

hand in hand with folklore. Studies on orally transmitted folk

songs are the most among them. In Malayalam thottam pattukal is

considered as one of major genre of folk songs. This paper inves-

tigates the morphological fea tures of the thottam songs of

Kaliyattakkavu. The study demonstrates that each song is an in-

exhaustible mine of knowledge of the linguistic tradition of the

region where it was emerged. The study comes to the conclusion

that the linguistic features of regional dialect are dominant in the

surface structure of each folk song in Malayalam.

Keywords: Kaliyattakkavu, tottam songs, morphological analysis, little

tradition, great tradition, folklore, pronoun, number, tense, aspect,, mood,

post-position
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