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Forensic Linguistics: Fields and Approaches
Dr. Saidalavi C

The present study intends to make an overview of the
subject matter, fields and major approaches of forensic linguistics,
a relatively new discipline introduced in the linguistics circle of
Kerala. It evaluates the history and development of Forensic
Linguistics, citing the milestones in the use of linguistic evidence
in legal proceedings. The study introduces the major fields of
forensic linguistic enquiry including author identification,
forensic stylistics, discourse analysis, and forensic phonetics.
Referring to the major legal cases across the globe, the study
identifies some theoretical and methodological issues in using
linguistics evidence in legal domains. Legal complications born
out of the issue of morphological meaning, phonemic similarity,
syntactic complexities, grammatical and lexical ambiguity,
pragmatic meaning, and idiolect are discussed in detail citing
the relevant cases in this field, and using the living examples in
the context of Malayalam language. As an emerging discipline
the academic and professional scope of forensic linguistics in
Kerala is also discussed in this study.

Keywords: Forensic linguistics, language of the law, analytical toolkit,
textual analysis, forensic discourse analysis, syntactic complexities,
lexical and grammatical ambiguity, author identification, plagiarism,
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pragmatics, idiolect, forensic phonetics, acoustic phonetics, speaker
identification.

References:

Brazil, D.C. (1985) The Communicative Value of Intonation, Birmingham: English
Language Research.

Broeders, A.P.A. and Rietveld, A.C.M. (1995) ‘Speaker identifi cation by
earwitnesses’, in A. Braun and J.-P. Koster (eds) Studies in Forensic Pho-
netics, Trier: Wissenschaftlicher Verlag, 24—40.

French, J.P. (1994) ‘An overview of forensic phonetics’, Forensic Linguistics, 1, ii,
169-81

Grice, H.P. (1975). “Logic and Conversation,” Syntax and Semantics, vol.3 edited
by P. Cole and J. Morgan, Academic Press. Reprinted as ch.2 of Grice
1989, 22-40.

Jan Svartvik. (1968). The Evans statement: a case of forensic linguistics. Gotenberg:
University of Gotenberg

Kaplan, J.P., Green GM., Cunningham, C.D. and Levi J.N. (1995) ‘Bringing
linguistics into judicial decision making: semantic analysis submitted to
the US Supreme Court’, Forensic Linguistics, 2, i, 81-98.

Levi, J.N. (1993) Language as evidence: the linguist as expert witness in North
American Courts. Forensic Linguistics, 1, 1, 1-26.

Malcom Coulthard and Alison Johnson. (2007). An Introduction to Forensic
Linguistics: Language in Evidence. London: Routledge

Philbrick, F.A. (1949) Language and the Law: The semantics of forensic English,
New York: Macmillan

Roy Monsefi. (2012). Language in Criminal Justice: Forensic Linguistics in Shipman
trail. International Journal of Law, Language & Discourse 2 (2), 43-69

Shuy, (1993) Language Crimes: the use and abuse of language evidence in the
courtroom, Cambridge, MA: Blackwell.

Dr. Saidalavi C

Asso. Professor
Malayalam University
Vakkad PO

India

Pin: 676502

Ph: +91 9895012935
Email: drsaid@temu.ac.in

ISSN:2582-550X 17



ISSN:2582-550X

B3)QICMIaHEM @I aHI YDIANV (o :
GCOAILIRH U3 aAVATalMeaBud

CAWI. »aVVmelail avl

BOAHOIB) V)H6))BHOBIV)AEN) MM MIVA(IUIMEBBBIHSW)o @Al
@Y1V HH0M ROaHO KOO M (M OOQAUBNWYo G®S)AN AWl
MOVIVMBAEREBB)OSW)0 LIV 21820386 @B AUARW
2]©® HYlm OGN0 MBGINI BUdDEBBUIBHHSVWOEM. BIaHIQ[UD
HLINOMIENDS H)Q0 ODSIVIEHDME] UMM (2 I20BROW 2ilel EHaV)
SHSBOE ©).0HWIG BooH G (BIBGC12))BH ©)Q0CMIaUMOIM
@PSImunomalg®. ElaH®IEMOWIEIAN GAI. a0IGOIUB
a#n 0008 Galdl@d 2000-OWIG3 @RYEVIANEHNAS OBHILIAIOD
BalOMIOBO8H)012 )88 @REMIAHEMMAIE DD CoNOTD (alWO
marslomlolal. ¢00® caomMeavanl (2002) D cHAV1OM
alU@I0EMmEl0 M1 al0®)o (ald000 AflKda1e:@1ee)aN). atlajnoead
aflaslorleildloss acles)an AICIWIH:0)6S @RAVIIEIAIEHA0W
af)RENS}@ENOMB9)Gla] alel 6HH0emMSles MlaMio MoV
wdarloymealsslene TVold@IMIMROW HASIANHSINS @RED
QO3 @RAIOWLI0  TVIRIAIG:206MRWV] HEMENIHSCa]00)
HS0OWVI0)aM) ©).HHWVIGEI Galdellay Qldh)a]. DH)SOMIG HLD
eNad (nBlYes a0MaMOW] MITWeR|S GRAIOYHS AdhUD
a@Yemiceld anuoal QAW @RYEOIAlMEBBIEM.  GO.
a00GEIWBAW oHla]R0Md )N 6B0S5)0OB0LIINMBGINY OAIFla)
OM0EB06MB)AUOOM DSWOSHIWD). AOMEUWaHo VIO Aueil
OWOO) RONOMIM GWO. oHla]20OM @EAIBIUBIWIGHIN @ OCIIIGI
S0L0eloM@oV] H:e6MES)Om ailGdal(@o QILORAHEMaN)o @O
GAOHSA MOAN MQONISHVMINEMIMY0 aBUWeRILI @RYCOal

18 Ishal Paithrkam, Peer-Reviewed, Issue- 28, March 2022



Ishal Paithrkam, Peer-Reviewed, Issue- 28, March 2022

MM a]). GRIA GMOHOD @QYI0IHHW AllGBal(@OWIeLl
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$aVLEM @YOYRITVOOM SEA ailPEWIS)H)SIW MRINSEalo (Pro-
bation) @RWV10Y)IM) WWlHHWOW] M@EHMEIVI0)M®. @saila)
ald00 ailPHWIS)BSIOBNIMNBS  @RRNAIBUHOD® (60 MOMVO)
MEINSa e RWEE WWleHUWOV] HGHIVW@. MLINSaHILIVS
all@d §HHOHVM HOBAI00 AU DIM (NICWBFAVEND o lSIEH6 ]
3). @R MEINSa O] LloALIMAIVS EGBHISB GHEMEHNILE. DOMOO
MO0 I0OIIT MEIMSa] 0F ©21YEMEAIN)0 (IGITHE WLNIABLO
WlEHWOS MAVIHLI00)BOW0 UBlEH MDIBEMHAMMIAEN QIYAITLA.
(I @@ A UTVNOS o@ladi D (ald00@06M).

“revoke the sentence of probation and sentence the defendant do
not less than one third of the original sentence"

O QAIAUTLNWINS QIYOILOMo CHIS@IWIT oFBe0
(al@OaVo aLYatSla)). MEIMSa}HILIVWBAIOW 60 AOTVE O
‘@023 WlHU @OV alElWeM] e} eI @™o @)an]
OLIN0)RIWO af)MN® 20 MOTVED GBRYE:)EW)BS).
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allwlajo. 20 200V0 ag)IM® Aillwla] MEIMSa] Hoeiwgaiload ayan
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