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Abstract
Fcnrinisrn as a form of thcory and practicr'lras rcmaincd iurportant to scholars and to thc rcscarch carried out in thc flcld oi

gendcr and politics. For many gcnder scholars, thcrcfore, the "personal is political"-their acadcn.ric intcrcsts havc bccn inscparablc
frorn thcir political conrmiturent. Their cndcavor is therelore one of "critical scholarship" with an explicitly normative clitr.rension. Anrl
frorn thc late 1960s, woutelt acadctrics also bcgan to orgnrrize insidc the discipline.'l'he lvouren's caucus olthe Atrcrican Political

t-zScicncc Association was established in 1969, thc Intcrnational Political Scicncc Association creatcd a Study Group on Scx Rolcs ancl

Politics it"t 1916, ancl in 1986 the Standing Croult on Wornen and Politics rvas created within the European Consortiurtr for Politic.
Research. Debates about scparatc gcndcr scctiorls arrd pancls on womcn and politics-secn by some as scparatist-linl<cd to broadcr

parties, trade unions) or autonourously (DahlclLrp 2010). Scholars pressirlg alternativc sexlralities pushcd firrther, sonrctiulcs algLrin-u

for a dcstabilization olanalytic as wcll as social categories (e.g., Butlcr 1990). Thc developnrent of nruch acadenric rvork on gcnclcr

and politics was shirpcd by this broader context of fcrnir.rist and lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgcndcr, and qllecr (LCBTQ) activisrr. In

this paper, the dillcrent theoletical perspectives tlrat have Ied reSearchers to tlie idea of leisLrre as resistauce, including structuralisnr,
post-structuralisnr, and intcractionisnr. arc discr-rsscd. Using insiglrts from thcsc pcrspcctivcs, threc issucs lclatcd to tlrc

conceptualization ol- resistancc lle exrur-rincd: tlrc collective versus individual nirture of rcsistance; the.clrestion of outconres ol'
resistanccl and thc issuc ofintentionality. Finally. it prcscnts an undclstanding ofthe evolution ofthc gcndcr and politics subficlcl as

welI as sonrc of the challcngcs tlrat remain.

Kcl,rvords: Fenrinism, Social Freedom, Women, lndividLral Resistance, Collective Resistance, Outcornes, lntentionality. Wonten's
Le isu rc.

I ntrod uct ion
Wonrcn and Social Frecdorn' is a slogan olthe fcminist movcrncnts, which rreans a wolran nceds hcr freedorn cvcn frorrr thc

clutchcs ol the unu,rittcn laws of thc patriarchal society. Laws are abundantlv crcated to cnsurc the dignity of wornan in hcr living
envirournent. But there is a gap betrveen the exislence and execution of larvs. So, in a practical seuse it is impossible to e'nsut'e the

. .;afety arrtl frccdonr in the dorrcstic and public sphcrcs. Social liccdom of a \volnarl means tlte socicty's willingncss to acccpt'llcr'
vwitlr hcr body ancl st,ul. In public arrd private arcas, she has to be acknolvledgcti as a hurran being with her aspirations equlrI to rnt,

In a patriarchal socicty, rcligion is not, simply. a urcre folrn of Qclief systern. It has multi lcvcls of implications in structtrring, rI-
structuring and altering the rrorrls and practiccs ot'a socir:t), irr trrri.' with the palriarchal social ordcr. Rcligion and its intact teachings
and principles havc the powcr to dominatc thc cornuron-sense and the rational psychc of its believcrs wilh its enrbcddc'd lrarnc ol'
'faith'. ln this seuse, faith acts as a tool to induce the consent of the people to dornirrate their socio-cultr-rral space. Irindirrg a 'sell'-

space'rvithin this'llith-space'rvill naturally lcacl a laithful irrdividual at the r.nouth olsocial and sclf-contestatiorrs. As an'opprcsscd'
social catcgory, wolncu olten conceive rcligior-rs lirith as an ultiurate asylLrrr to opcn up their worrics and fcclings. This 'addiction'will
lcad hcr. indircctly, tor.vards thc total sLrbmission of her social space at thc rvill of patriarchal hegcmony. Howcver, thc modcrn gcncler

thcorics and fcnrinist lllovcnlcllts off'crs a new r.r,inclolv to understarld tlrc'faith franrcs and its positive ncgotiations with thc wott'tct.t's

spilcc.

The Study' ol'Wonren on Their C)*'n 'l-crms

Taking a difl-crcnt point of dcparturc, othcr gcndcr scholars have cxarnined n,ornen in politics on thcir own tcmrs. Thcy arc lcss

concernccl with sarlcncss and diflercncc bctr,vccn worncn and nren r.r'ithin traditional political institutions and analyze lvornen's
political activitics and lcgal reftrrrn, institr-rtions, and policy of concern to wornen as worl1en, thereby bringing new arcas of study into
thc disciplinc. One iurportant body olr.vork exarnincs thc divcrsc activitics and ideas that arc oftcn thotrght of as fcn'rinist br"rt has also

str-rdied women's nlovemeuts and organizations broadly construed. It dernonstrates hor.v fel-ninist rnovelnents pLrt inrpot'tant issues on

to the political agencla and docunrents the diversc tbrrrs womcu's organizations takc and thc wide range of issues thcy engagc witlr
This includcs womcn's organizing in clcveloping countries as well as in Europe. Examplcs of sr"rch rcscarch incluclcs analyscs oI
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organizations like thc National Organization of Women (NOW), lvhich operated nltionally throughout the Unitcd States to campaign
lor rvontcn's cquality ll'om 1966 onwald or stLrdies of the way gcndcr, racc, and class rvorkcd togcthcr to strLlcture thc civil rights
Drovemcnt.

Cendcr has multiplc nrcanings arrd analyscs that include the production ol'sexuality. rrasculinitics, and f'cmininitics that had

hithcrto bccn downplaycd in thc gcndcrand politics scholarship. The incrcasing 1r'lgnrcntalion of l'cn.rinistn has rcsultcd in I'crninisms

in the plulal and the problcmatization of wonren as a colrcrcnt and unified ciltcgory, n'hich aclds greater analytical complcxity
palticularly oncc race, class, and scxuality arc tirlly analyzcd. This u,ork also poscd irnportant challcngcs to corlccpts such as objcctive
knon,lcdge arrd the rolc of rcscarchcr and rcscarchcd. It lras requircd sclf-rcflcxivity about lcrlinisnr's hcgcnronic discourscs and

exclusious. Fcruinists rvho are of color, worl<iug class, postcolonial, and lesbian, argue that failLrre to cotisicler the distinctive and

sorlctirncs conflicting ilttcrcsts amoug womcn has creatcd a bias to',r.'ard thc cxpericuce of r.r,ltite nridrllc-class.

In Indir, the crcation of caste structurc on thc basis oloccupation causcd thc clcation of a patliarchal socicty. The brahr.r.ranical

socicty hegenrorrised thc entirc lifc of other pcople and creatcd a no.v social ordcr. lvlrich is tLrlther clivincly sanctioncd with religious
oldcr. Rcligious faith is imposcd as a hcgcmonical tooI lo crcate obedient and sirbordinatc subjccts. This'laith tool'workcd at thh

-Jevel 
of creating further social irrpositions on the women cornmunity, u,ho rvere demarcated by sevelal social taboos. Female bod,

tscllwas placcd as pure and irnpure rvhile approaching rcligion. Faith and body alc intcrconnectcd and through this faith thc womcn
body sultprcsscd in many instances. Faith imposcd many nrlcs and legulntior.rs on lhc real idcntity of a u'ontan to maintain tlte costnic
older. Florn hcrchildhood, shc subjcctcd to the norms olreligion and faith, rvhich is cleep rootcd in hcrmind and helthoLrghts, will act

accordingly. N,Iany of her spilitual God fathcrs cnvisioncd fbr a systematic nroral structure of a socicty and thcy inrposed thc

rcsponsibility lor lhc rnaintcnance of that infi'astructurc on womcn, This typc ol social constluctiou is substantiatcd by ths 616

religious texts and its practices. Thus, tlie construction of patriarchal society absolLrtely oppressed a wotnetl's fl'eedonr by all nteans,

cspccially opprcssed hcr scxual privilcgcs. Indecd, the lalvs ofsocicty fbrnred to control thc scxual privilcges ancl status of a rvonran in

hcr surroundings. The terrn 'chastity' is rescrvcd only for her protcction and it is lter rcsponsibility to rcnrain 'pure'al'"vays in the

lcrnrs ola patriarchal construction. It is belicvcd that the'purity'of a lady purifics the socicty and lcacls to salvation. Evcrr flt'om hcr
childhood hcr drcams should bear suclr a concept or rcsponsibility. Her body is idcntified as u,cak, rvay to hell, lif'eless, iuert etc. The

lhinkers think about a woman conncctcd with hcr bocly, withoLrt body there is no thinking is possiblc about rvonian. Othcrrvise never

lecognized as she is a perfect creation olCod r.r,it1.r soul, n.rind and body and her l'eclings, en.rotions, anrbitions, tlc'sit'es etc are rejected

1br her or.vn purity and the socictics too.

In thc patriarchal structure ol family, \\,olrcn havc been associatcd rvith nature and unthinl<able rnattcr and all u'ontcn havc

historically bccn associatcd r,vith the concept of 'rnothcr'. But she rcprcscnts lovc and saclifice and the ntain dtrty entrustcd on hcr to
saf'cguard the society by kceping her as a purc lady. In fact, it is a harr.nftrl action to posil collcctivc idcntity abovc individttal asscrtion

of sexual ethnic and religious identities is ultimately totalitarianisr.r,.

Religion and laith are a social constructior.r to kecp up thc rnalc donrination unilllcrrupledly. So, a girl is born and brought tr^
n a socicty havc to surrcndcr'hcr clrear.ns ancl clc'sircs as thcy cnvisioncd for it is so harnrful or will tutn as fatal lo male dotttinancc. lL

is so evidcnt that the f-cmininc and n.rasculinc ltaturcs included in a structure and thc fcrrrinine aspccts arc dcliberately strpprcsscd.

Thc Socicty is rvornen orientcd. Evcrything is crcated for hcr. Thc phallo centric s1'nibolic ot'clcr suggcsts the lorntation of rvotnen in a

satne way frorn genelation to generation. In such a sh'uctural point of vierv as Mattu suggests she rvottld reutain as dependent to others,

havc no right to l11ove an inch indcpcndcntly. But the mattcr is that shc didrr't knorv she is in the chains of faith and she ltas her own

idcntity. As Bctty Fricdcn opincs worucn apparcntly lrad evcrything that r.vas supposed to urakc tlrcnr happy and comlbrtable, br.rt

somcthing haunting u,as thclc. The fcrlinists dcnranclcd liberation from the lolc of thc hotrscrvifc and mother who livcd in a

'coptfortable concentration carnp'. Thc dutics of the houscu'ifc and mother rvet'c cndless, Itlonotottous, uttrcuarding and peculiarly
suitcd Io thc capacilies of fccblc-mindcd girls. Socicty's cxpcctation that a trothcr should care for hcr orvn childrcn rvas cited as

opprcssion of rvorren by our male - doniinatecl palrialclial society fi'on.r u,hich \\/otrtetl ttritst be liberated so that they can achieve

fulfilrnent in u,ork force just likc nren. Actually, the undcrlying problem is problcm of idcntity - a sturtning or cvasion of growth. ln

spilc of our ntoclcrn ways ollife, rnatcrial progrcss and progrcssive ideas, wc wilI trcat womcn to gratify thcir basic nccd, diclnot allorv

lhcnr to grou, and fulfll themselves as human being. The stcreotypical female is a sexual objcct, shc rnust lool< happy and her face

nlgst not beh'ay human or intclligcnce. She rnust be complctcly passive in thc scxrtal act. This dcscxualisation involvcs not only her

body but also hcr mincl and fcclings. Thus, thc cleal women castrated creature, a fcntale eunach. Ccrrttainc Greer, an apostlc of fcmalc

physicality, energy, daring experimentation, independence and vigour, she only advised worltell to take position of their body and

rcgale in its pou,er and boldly accept its laws of loveliness. To her body rvas thc only ef lcctive ntcans that a \\'onran posscssed; slie

could usc it to irttain clttancipltiort.
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Wonten spiritualisn.r interpreted as an attcnrpt of a wornan to find out hcr ou'n identity in thc ways of hcr dccp laith. Pcrhaps,

decp inside every woman has a longing to be sorrcor.re in hcr own righthrlly awarc ollrcrsclf', confidcnt and in control. ln a patriarchal
society woutan spirilualisrn is used as a tool in two ways. Thclc is an ide'ntity crisis in every wonran's mind. Shc is engagcd in scalclt
of her tluc own idcntity. Her real idcntity is hidc by other socio - rcligious, cultural identitics. Evcn hcr wonrcn hood is prcscntctl as a

socio - rcligious and political agcnda. Thcsc idcntitics r.rpon he'r lcacl hcr lil'c rvithout a scnse of rvho she is. Bcyoud hcr basic

necessitics she ncvcr thinks of it. She has a notion that shc is in a conrlort zonc in thc prcrniscs olhcr housc arrd in thc prclniscs of hcr
faith. Thcre are sevcral thirrgs to be dctcrnrincd as rlo's and taboos for hcr. In hcr lilc thcse nornrs ofthc socicty dcnrandcd a conrplctc
r.valk in hcr life with the nrale protcction. Shc dcse rves rro frccclorl of cxprcssion or spcaks about hcr rvay ol thinking and lifc. It is

supprcsscd by the social conslruction of faith, rvhich mor-rlds hcr lifc in a manncr that is cntircly dillcrcnt lrom hcr owrl idcntity.
Because the srnooth functioning of the patriarchal society never wallts to face a hiudrance rvith the orgauic process in the bocly ola
lady likc rnenstruation and contraception. The mnle donrinant sociL-ty consiclcrcd \\'onlcn as'dalit'. Sltc bccarne so rcligious in thcsc

circumslanccs for slrc is ignorant abotrt hcr sun'oundings and tlrc clclncuts ola ulrlc donrinant socicty. ln this contcxt ttumbcr of
don.restic violcnce are rcporled vcry tcu, for shc rvill sullcr that as purt of her moral duly. Hcr thoughts nroulclcd to follow thcsc
anarchics as sacred. So that once the laelies strictly obscrvcd thc social arrarchies likc 'Sati'. Tlrcse taboos insistcd on her ncvcr allorvs

destined to save the same circle of life and belier ed that it's the ir duty to protect tlre cultule rvithout any hesitance. These taboos ar--.
created in thc nantc faith, rvhich is a sharp too, to subjcct a wonrcn's dlcarrs and lrcr vision about a fi'cc lifc rvithout lrcr irrvolvcnrcnt
and it sccrns that naturally hcr life rvill spoil. Thc cxistcncc of 'faith' in thc prcscttt day is a socio - political rcligious cxpre'ssion

rvhich acted as the supporting e lcmcnt hrr the continuation of lrale dominlnce.

But we have some exccptious to indicatc, thosc rvho havc becn walkcd bcyond thc boundarics of thcir rcligion and faith. Thcsc
exceptiorral examples also born and brought up in the above-nrentioned religious circles. Ilut (hey took an elTolt to analyse the ir
supprcsscd conditions and tricd to solvc tlre identity crisis that tlrey faccd. They livcd for thcrnsclvcs to fulfil tlrcir orvn lifc nrission but
its fruits experienccd by the society as rvell. SLrch ladics utiliscd'faith'as a tool to renovatc tlreir drcarns and tlrus cliscovcrcd thcir
missing identity among the socially constructcd confusctl identitics.

In this conte.rt it is very essenlial to knorv the moverncnt of fcminism. The patriarchnl elcrnents creatcd by thc nrale donrinant
society should be explair.r and interpret in the liglrt of pro-uressive thouglrts to accomplish the idea of gendereclLrality. Nationally it is a

hindrance to procurc the progrcssive goals u,ithout tlrc participation and contribution of rvorncn. Socicty should bc tlrc platform lbr
men and worllen in a same perspective to bring lolth tlreir creativity to reurove thc injusticc of the socicty. The tcnn 'fcminisrn' is

intcrprctc'd as rvomcn's ri-ehts. It's an icleological position rvhich crlphasizcs for cqLrality of gcndcr and advocates ntaxirnisation of
potential of rvomen. so that institutionally and culturally crcatcd constraints do not lrindcr thc proccss and pattern of rlcvclopnrcnt ot'
wolnen. Thus, to bccome a fcminist llclrls to bc prcparcd for a profound pcrsonal tlansforuration. A lcminist is one wlto is awakcncd
and conscious about wonren's life and problem. and fc'r.ninist consciousness is the experience in a certain rvay of cettain specific
contradictions ir.r thc social ordcr. That mcans thc feminists apprchcnds ccrlain fc-atures ol social rcality as intolerablc; so as to bc

rejected ilone is to transfol'ln the socic-ly lor a better futtrre. The rllovcment ol fe'nrinism requircs pcoplc to suppol't thcru agairt- .
injustice. Ferrinisrn is not mcre a rvord, it':; an aclivism cnvisioncd to build an egalitarian socicty fortlrc bcncfit of wholc mankind. Y

Conclusion
Gerrder relations, like all social relations, are nrnlti-strandecl: they embody ideas, values, and identities; they allocate labour

between clifferent tasks, activitics. and donrains; thcy dctcrnrinc the distlibution of rcsourccs; and thcy assigrr authority, agcrrcy, arrcl

dccision-nraking porver. This means that ger.rdcr incqualitics are multi-dinrcnsional and cannot bc rcduccd [o s()nrc singlc and

universally agrccd sct of priolitics. Any attempt tcl do so rvill run thc dangcr ol bcing eithcl too narl'ow (as thc M[)Gs havc bcc'n

accused ot-bein,q) or a rvish list that is too long anrl conrplcx to act on. Ilorr.cvcr, gcndcr rclationships arc not intcrnally cohcsivc. Tlrcy
contain contradiclions and imbalances, pafticularly lvhcn thcre have bccn cltangcs in tlre widcr socio-cconontic cnvirortrrrcrtt.
Conseqr-rently, a slrilt in one aspect of social relations can initiate a series ol changes in other aspects, with unpredictablc
consequcnces. To that extent, it could be argucd tlrat cach of the three indicators cmbodicd in MDG 3 has the potcntial to nrakc a

diffcrcncc. Each can bring about immcdiate chanues rvith longcr ten.n conscqucnccs. Indccd, thc samc could be said of any sct ol'
policies that seeks to irrprove '"vomen's access to rcsources. Somc may be nrore strategic than othcrs, but all havc translonlatory
potential as long as the clrangc in qucstion is a gcrrninc cxpansion of rvomcn's choiccs, rathcr than a tokcn gcsturc of patcrnalist
bcnevolcnce.
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