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Introduction

Thunchath Ezhuthachan Malayalam University is deeply committed to addressing the
pressing global challenge of climate change by striving to achieve carbon neutrality by 2030.
Carbon neutrality, also known as net-zero carbon emissions, refers to the balance between the
amount of greenhouse gases (GHGs) emitted into the atmosphere and the amount removed or
offset. In other words, it means reducing carbon emissions as much as possible and
compensating for any remaining emissions through activities that absorb or eliminate carbon,

such as afforestation, reforestation, or carbon offsetting projects.

The university recognizes its responsibility as an educational institution to lead by example in
the fight against climate change. Achieving carbon neutrality involves a holistic approach that
integrates sustainability into every aspect of campus life, from energy consumption and
transportation to waste management and building practices. This policy outlines the
university’s comprehensive strategy to minimize its carbon footprint, thereby contributing to

global efforts to mitigate the impacts of climate change.

Thunchath Ezhuthachan Malayalam University’s commitment to carbon neutrality is not only
about reducing its own emissions but also about fostering a culture of sustainability within
the campus community. By instilling principles of resource conservation, energy efficiency,
and environmental stewardship among students, researchers, faculty, staff, and visitors, the
university aims to create a model of sustainable development that can be emulated by other

institutions.

The Carbon Neutrality Policy provides a clear framework for the university’s journey towards
net-zero emissions. This includes implementing energy-efficient practices, transitioning to
renewable energy sources, enhancing carbon sequestration through green spaces, and
promoting sustainable transportation. The policy also emphasizes the importance of
continuous monitoring, regular carbon footprint assessments, and setting ambitious emission

reduction targets.

Through the diligent application of this policy, Thunchath Ezhuthachan Malayalam
University aspires to not only achieve carbon neutrality by 2030 but also to inspire a broader
movement towards sustainability and environmental responsibility in the academic sector and

beyond.



Carbon Neutral Strategies on Campus:

1.

Energy Efficiency: The University will implement energy-efficient practices within
the campus, including the transition to LED lighting, BLDC Fans, Sensor based
lights, energy-efficient appliances etc., to optimize electricity consumption and

minimize waste.

Renewable Energy Sources: The University will prioritize the installation of solar
panels and other renewable energy systems to meet its energy needs, thereby reducing

reliance on non-renewable energy sources and lowering its overall carbon footprint.

Sustainable Transportation: The University will promote sustainable transportation
options such as public transportation, cycling, walking, and carpooling. Additionally,
electric vehicle charging stations will be installed to facilitate the adoption of electric

vehicles within the campus community.

Carbon Offsetting: The University will actively engage in carbon offsetting
initiatives, including afforestation and reforestation projects both within and outside
the campus, to compensate for unavoidable carbon emissions and enhance the

university’s overall carbon sequestration capacity.

Green Buildings: All new construction projects and renovations on campus will
adhere to stringent green building standards, focusing on energy efficiency, water
conservation, and the use of sustainable building materials to reduce the

environmental impact of campus infrastructure.

Reduction of Carbon-Intensive Activities: The University will regulate the use of
air conditioners, promoting responsible usage to minimize energy consumption.
Additionally, the university will encourage practices that reduce carbon-intensive
activities, such as limiting air travel for conferences and promoting virtual meetings

and events.

Carbon Management and Monitoring:

1.

Carbon Footprint Assessment: The University will conduct regular assessments of
its carbon footprint to identify key sources of carbon emissions and track progress
toward carbon neutrality. This will include regular energy and environmental audits to

ensure compliance with sustainability goals.



2. Emission Reduction Targets: The University will establish specific emission
reduction targets, which will be periodically reviewed and adjusted to ensure

continuous improvement in reducing the university’s overall carbon footprint.

3. Sustainable Waste Management: The University will implement sustainable waste
management practices, emphasizing the principles of reducing, reusing, and recycling

to minimize waste-related carbon emissions and promote a circular economy.

4. Carbon Sequestration Initiatives: The University will enhance its carbon
sequestration efforts through the development and maintenance of green spaces,
forests, and vertical gardens on campus. These initiatives will not only contribute to

carbon neutrality but also enhance the aesthetic and ecological value of the campus.



	
	



